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(vii) No vessel, regardless of size,
shall anchor in a dredged channel or
narrow portion of a waterway for the
purpose of fishing, if navigation is ob-
structed, thereby.

(viii) Except in cases of emergency
the dropping of anchors, weights, or
other ground tackle, within areas occu-
pied by submarine cable or pipe cross-
ings, is prohibited. Such crossings will
ordinarily be marked by signboards on
each bank of the shore or indicated on
coast charts.

(3) Speed. (i) Vessels shall proceed at
a speed which will not endanger other
vessels or structures and will not inter-
fere with any work in progress incident
to maintaining, improving, surveying
or marking the channel.

(ii) Official signs indicating limiting
speeds through critical portions of the
waterways shall be strictly obeyed.

(iii) Vessels approaching and passing
through a bridge shall so govern their
speed as to insure passage through the
bridge without damage to the bridge or
its fenders.

(4) Assembly and handling of tows. (1)
All vessels drawing tows and equipped
with rudders shall use two tow lines or
a bridle and shorten them to the great-
est possible extent so as to have full
control at all times. The various parts
of a tow shall be securely assembled
with the individual units connected by
lines as short as practicable. If nec-
essary, as in the case of lengthy or
cumbersome tows or tows in restricted
channels, the District Commander may
require that tows be broken up and
may require the installation of a rud-
der, drag or other approved steering de-
vice on the tow in order to avoid ob-
structing navigation or damaging the
property of others, including aids to
navigation maintained by the United
States or under its authorization, by
collision or otherwise.

(ii) No tow shall be drawn by a vessel
that has insufficient power or crew to
permit ready maneuverability and safe
handling.

(iii) Tows desiring to pass a bridge
shall approach the opening along the
axis of the channel so as to pass
through without danger of striking the
bridge or its fenders. No vessel or tow
shall navigate through a drawbridge
until the movable span is fully opened.
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(iv) In the event that it is evident to
the master of a towing vessel that a
tow cannot be safely handled through a
bridge, it will be brought to anchor and
the towed vessels will be taken through
the bridge in small units, or singly if
necessary, or the tow will wait until
navigation conditions have improved
to such an extent that the tow can pass
through the bridge without damage.

(5) Projections from vessels. No vessel
carrying a deck load which overhangs
or projects over the side of said vessel,
or whose rigging projects over the side
of the vessel so as to endanger passing
vessels, wharves or other property, will
enter or pass through any of the nar-
row parts of the waterway.

(6) Meeting and passing. Vessels, on
meeting or overtaking, shall give the
proper signals and pass in accordance
with the Navigation Rules, Inter-
national-Inland, Commandant Instruc-
tion M16672.2 (series). Rafts shall give
to vessels the side demanded by proper
signal. All vessels approaching dredges
or other plant engaged on improve-
ments to a waterway, shall give the
signal for passing and slow down suffi-
ciently to stop if so ordered or if no an-
swering signal is received. On receiving
the answering signal, they shall then
proceed to pass at a speed sufficiently
slow to insure safe navigation.

NOTE: The Corps of Engineers also has reg-
ulations dealing with this section in 33 CFR
Part 207.

[CGD 75-082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as
amended by CGD 93-072, 59 FR 39963, Aug. 5,
1994; USCG-2000-7223, 656 FR 40058, June 29,
2000]

§162.75 All waterways tributary to the
Gulf of Mexico (except the Mis-
sissippi River, its tributaries, South
and Southwest Passes and
Atchafalaya River) from St. Marks,
Fla., to the Rio Grande.

(a) The regulations in this section
shall apply to:

(1) Waterways. All navigable waters of
the U.S. tributary to or connected by
other waterways with the Gulf of Mex-
ico between St. Marks, Fla., and the
Rio Grande, Tex. (both inclusive), and
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway; except
the Mississippi River, its tributaries,
South and Southwest Passes, and the
Atchafalaya River above its junction
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(2) Bridges, wharves, and other struc-
tures. All bridges, wharves, and other
structures in or over these waterways.

(38) Vessels. The term ‘‘vessels” as
used in this section includes all float-
ing craft other than rafts.

(b) Waterways:

(1) A clear channel shall at all times
be left open to permit free and unob-
structed navigation by all types of ves-
sels and tows normally using the var-
ious waterways covered by the regula-
tions of this section

(2) Fairway: The District Commander
may specify the width of the fairway
required in the various waterways
under his charge.

(3) Anchoring or mooring:

(i) Vessels or tows shall not anchor
or moor in any of the land cuts or
other narrow parts of the waterway,
except in an emergency, or with per-
mission of the District Commander.
Whenever it becomes necessary for a
vessel or tow to stop in any such por-
tions of the waterway, it shall be se-
curely fastened to one bank and as
close to the bank as possible. This shall
be done only at such a place and under
such conditions as will not obstruct or
prevent the passage of other vessels or
tows. Stoppages shall be only for such
periods as may be necessary.

(ii) When tied up individually, all
vessels and tows shall be moored by
bow and stern lines. Tows shall be se-
cured at sufficiently frequent intervals
to insure their not being drawn away
form the bank by winds, currents, or
the suction of passing vessels. Lines
shall be shortened so that the various
barges in a tow will be as close to-
gether as possible.

(iii) Lights shall be displayed in ac-
cordance with provisions of the Naviga-
tion Rules, International-Inland, Com-
mandant Instruction M16672.2 (series).

(iv) Whenever any vessel or tow is
moored to the bank (paragraph (b)(3)(i)
of this section) at least one crew mem-
ber shall always remain on board to see
that proper signals are displayed and
that the vessel or tow is properly
moored at all times.

(v) No vessel, regardless of size, shall
anchor in a dredged channel or narrow
portion of a waterway for the purpose
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of fishing if navigation is obstructed
thereby.

(4) Speed: Speeding in narrow sec-
tions is prohibited. Official signs indi-
cating limited speeds shall be obeyed.
Vessels shall reduce speed sufficiently
to prevent damage when passing other
vessels or structures in or along the
waterway.

(5) Size, assembly, and handling of
tows:

(i) On waterways 150 feet wide or less,
tows which are longer than 1,180 feet,
including the towing vessel, but ex-
cluding the length of the hawser, or
wider than one-half of the bottom
width of the channel or 55 feet, which-
ever is less will not be allowed, except
when the District Commander has
given special permission or the water-
way has been exempted from these re-
strictions by the District Commander.
Before entering any narrow section of
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, tows
in excess of one-half the channel width,
or 55 feet, will be required to stand by
until tows which are less than one-half
the channel width or 55 feet wide have
cleared the channel. When passing is
necessary in narrow channels,
overwidth tows shall yield to the max-
imum. Separate permission must be re-
ceived from the District Commander
for each overlength or overwidth move-
ment. In addition, the following excep-
tions are allowed:

(ii) Gulf Intracoastal Waterway—Be-
tween mile 6.2 EHL (Inner Harbor Navi-
gation Canal Lock) and mile 33.6 EHL
tows of 78 feet in width will be allowed.

(iii) Gulf Intercoastal Waterway—Be-
tween mile 33.6 EHL and the Mobile
Bay Ship Channel, tows of 108 feet in
width will be allowed if under 750 feet
in length including the towboat but ex-
cluding the length of the hawser.

(iv) Gulf Intracoastal Waterway—Mo-
bile Bay Ship Channel to St. Marks,
Fla., for tows made up of empty barges
on the off or shallow side, a width of 75
feet will be allowed.

(v) All vessels pulling tows not
equipped with rudders in restricted
channels and land cuts shall use two
towlines, or a bridle on one towline,
shortened as much as safety of the tow-
ing vessel permits, so as to have max-
imum control at all times. The various
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parts of a tow shall be securely assem-
bled with the individual units con-
nected by lines as short as practicable.
In open water, the towlines and fas-
tenings between barges may be length-
ened so as to accommodate the wave
surge. In the case of lengthy or cum-
bersome tows, or tows in restricted
channels, the District Commander may
require that tows be broken up, and
may require the installation of a rud-
der or other approved steering device
on the tow in order to avoid obstruct-
ing navigation or damaging the prop-
erty of others. Pushing barges with
towing vessel astern, towing barges
with towing vessel alongside, or push-
ing and pulling barges with units of the
tow made up both ahead and astern of
the towing vessel are permissible pro-
vided that adequate power is employed
to keep the tows under full control at
all times. No tow shall be drawn by a
vessel that has insufficient power or
crew to permit ready maneuverability
and safe handling.

(vi) All tows navigating the Pass
Manchac bridges in Louisiana are lim-
ited to no more than two barges, not to
exceed a combined tow length of 400
feet (excluding the towboat). Vessel op-
erators for tows exceeding these limits
must request and receive permission
from the COTP New Orleans prior to
navigating the Dbridges. Requests
should be made by telephoning the
COTP at b504-846-5923. Any decision
made by the COTP is final agency ac-
tion.

(6) Projections from vessels: Vessels
or tows carrying a deck load which
overhangs or projects over the side, or
whose rigging projects over the side, so
as to endanger passing vessels,
wharves, or other property, shall not
enter or pass through any of the nar-
row parts of the waterway without
prior approval of the District Com-
mander.

(7) Meeting and passing: Passing ves-
sels shall give the proper signals and
pass in accordance with the Inter-
national Rules, the Navigation Rules,
International-Inland, Commandant In-
struction M16672.2 (Series), where ap-
plicable. At certain intersections where
strong currents may be encountered,
sailing directions may be issued
through navigation bulletins or signs
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posted on each side of the intersec-
tions.

NoOTE: The Corps of Engineers also has reg-
ulations dealing with this section in 33 CFR
207.

[CGD 75082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as
amended by CGD 78-050, 45 FR 43167, June 26,
1980; USCG-2000-7223, 65 FR 40058, June 29,
2000; USCG-2008-0179, 73 FR 35016, June 19,
2008]

§162.80 Mississippi River below mouth
of Ohio River, including South and
Southwest passes.

(a) Mooring on the Mississippi River be-
tween miles 311.5 AHP and 340.0 AHP. (1)
No vessel or craft shall moor along ei-
ther bank of the Mississippi River be-
tween miles 311.6 AHP and mile 340.0
AHP except in case of an emergency,
pursuant to an approved navigation
permit, or as authorized by the District
Commander. Vessels may be moored
any place outside the navigation chan-
nel in this reach in case of an emer-
gency and then for only the minimum
time required to terminate the emer-
gency. When so moored, all vessels
shall be securely tied with bow and
stern lines of sufficient strength and
fastenings to withstand currents,
winds, wave action, suction from pass-
ing vessels or any other forces which
might cause the vessels to break their
moorings. When vessels are so moored,
a guard shall be on board at all times
to ensure that proper signals are dis-
played and that the vessels are se-
curely and adequately moored.

(2) Vessels may be moored any time
at facilities constructed in accordance
with an approved navigation permit or
as authorized by the District Com-
mander. When so moored, each vessel
shall have sufficient fastenings to pre-
vent the vessels from breaking loose by
wind, current, wave action, suction
from passing vessels or any other
forces which might cause the vessel to
break its mooring. The number of ves-
sels in one fleet and the width of the
fleet of vessels tied abreast shall not
extend into the fairway or be greater
than allowed under the permit.

(3) Mariners should report imme-
diately by radio or fastest available
means to the lockmaster at Old River
Lock or to any government patrol or
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